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Philippines Beat 16 Countries in CFA’S Asia Pacific Regional Investment Research Challenge

Team CFA Philippines from the University of the Philippines (UP) won this year’s Asia Pacific Regional Investment Research Challenge (IRC) hosted by the Chartered Finance Analysts (CFA) Society of the Philippines held recently at the Marriott Hotel Manila.  UP students Jose Mari Punzalan, Choerleen Bianca Solema, Pamela Yu Li, Rachelle Denise Sison and Raymund Siegfrid Li ranked first in the final round against universities from Thailand, India, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Shanghai. 

The Philippines competed against 16 other countries in the beginning of the competition. Universities from Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Indonesia, India, Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Melbourne, New Zealand, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka all showed competitive strength against the Philippine Team which advanced to the IRC Asia Pacific Finals where it bagged the highest honor. 

“We feel very blessed and humbled for this achievement. We are definitely going to burn even more midnight candles for the global and final competition in April. We also feel proud to say that Filipino competence and talent is at par with that of other universities in the international arena. “says Raymund Li, team captain of Team CFA Philippines from UP.

The Philippine team made a presentation recommending investors to buy shares of Lopez-led geothermal firm Energy Development Corp. (EDC). 
The Investment Research Challenge is a worldwide competition organized and initiated globally by the Chartered Financial Analyst Institute (CFAI). It promotes best industry practices through equity research and company analysis of a publicly traded company. Moreover, participants are introduced and held to the standard of the CFA Institute Code of Ethics and Standards of Professional Conduct.

“Through the IRC, future finance analysts are trained and exposed to the importance of ethical and professional standards, best practices, market integrity and transparency. As early as now, we are honing future professionals so they can continually grow ethically, confidently and tenaciously, “said April Lynn Lee-Tan, CFA, President of the CFA Society of the Philippines.

Team CFA Philippines will represent Asia Pacific and compete with winning teams from the Americas region, New York region, and EMEA region in the Global Challenge on April 17 in Hong Kong. 

CFA Philippines, a member of the global CFA Institute is a highly respected organization serving the finance industry as the primary resource center for investment professionals. Its members are the most respected leaders within the industry.
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